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(57) ABSTRACT

A surgical instrument includes a cutting member with an
implement for cutting tissue, and a drive coupled to the
cutting member to simultaneously rotate and translate the
cutting member in response to a force applied to the drive.
A method of cutting tissue includes positioning an outer
member such that tissue is located within the outer member,
engaging the tissue with an inner member, and simultane-
ously rotating and translating the inner member to cut the
tissue. A tangential cutting force is applied to the tissue with
the inner member to mechanically cut the tissue. The inner
member is mechanically driven to undergo simultaneous
rotation and translation.
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